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W88-1078.  Veenschoten, Henry M. (1892-1974). 
  Papers, 1912-1974.  12.00 linear ft. 
 
Abstract 
 
 Minister and missionary of the RCA.  Mission materials from 
Amoy, China, between World Wars I and II, the Philippines immediately 
following World War II, Singapore, Taiwan, Korea, and India.  Chinese 
hymns and music tapes, a Chinese manuscript, sermons, correspondence 
among and to her children, from Mrs. Veenschoten to her parents, and 
letters and diary from Veenschoten’s time in prison.  Slides, photographs, 
scrapbooks, audio cassettes, and reel-to-reel audio tapes of conversations and reminiscences 
between Mr. and Mrs. Veenschoten and their son, Girard.  Six glass photographic negatives of 
sights around Fukien province, China, between the World Wars. 
 
Accession No:   W88-1078 
Provenance:   Henry M. Veenschoten 
Donor:    Girard Veenschoten (Son) 
Audio Reel-to-Reels:  31 reels (Boxes 5 and 11) 
Audio Cassettes:  23 cassettes (Boxes 9-10) 
Photographs:   2,032 images (Boxes 5-8, 11-13, and 15)  
Processed by:   John H. Maassen, July-September 1995 
    Geoffrey D. Reynolds, February 1997 
 
Biography 
 
 Henry Michael “Nelson” Veenschoten was born in Orange City, Iowa, on February 4, 
1892. 
 Veenschoten graduated from Hope College in 1914 and from Western Theological 
Seminary in 1917.  He served the Reformed Church in America as a missionary from 1917-1951.  
During World War II, he was a prisoner of Japan from 1941-1943.  In the Korean conflict, he 
was a prisoner of the Chinese Communists from 1949-1951. 
 He died at Iron River, Michigan, on June 9, 1974. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The collection is a valuable account of the RCA work in Amoy, China, between World 
Wars I and II, and in the Philippines in the immediate World War II period.  A large assortment 
of personal letters from Mrs. Veenschoten to her parents and to her children, as well as 
correspondence among the children, provides human interest, as well as information.  Insights 
into the family life of missionaries in China in the early decades of the 20th century abound.  
 The collection also contains voluminous correspondence from son-in-law and daughter 
Jack and Joanne Veenschoten Hill, who served as medical missionaries for the Reformed Church 
in America in China from 1947-1951 and in the Philippines from 1951-1964. Of special interest 
are the cassettes/reel-to-reels of conversations and reminiscences between Mr. Veenschoten and 
his son, Girard. 
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Container List 
 
Box 1 
 Amoy Chinese translation of Temple Time messages by Henry Bast, translated by H. M.  
  Veenschoten, 1955-1956 (3 folders) 
 Biographical 
  Henry and Stella Veenschoten Vignettes by Girard Veenschoten, October 5, 2011 
  Stella Girard Veenschoten, 1939-2014 
 Board for Christian World Mission, RCA, Report, n.d. 
 Centennial Celebration, magazine and program, 1870-1970 (Chinese) 
China Bulletin, Vol. IX, No. 2, April 13, 1959-Vol. XII, No. 6, June 1962 (final number) 
(incomplete) 
 China Notes 
  Vol. 1, No.1, Sept. 1962-Vol. VI, No. 4, Autumn 1968 (incomplete) 
  Vol. VII, No. 1, Winter 1968-69-Vol. XI, No. 1, Winter 1972-73 (incomplete) 
 Chinese Proverbs, arranged topically, n.d. 
 A chorale by Keith Hill for H. M. Veenschoten, n.d. 
 Christ the Great Unknown, by Princess Wilhelmina of the Netherlands, 1950 
 Church Bulletin, in Chinese, n.d. 
 Church forms, Chinese, n.d. (installation of officers and communion) 
 Correspondence 
  1957-1963 
  1968-1974 
  Board of Foreign Missions, RCA, regarding exit from China, 1949-1951  
  Christmas letter, 1962, by H. M. Veenschoten, memorial to Stella who died  
   August 14, 1962 
  Family, n.d., 1937-1942 
  Far East Broadcasting Co., Temple Time, 1957-1965, 1971 
  From daughter Elin to Henry and Stella, 1952, 1959 
  From Elin Moreland to Girard Veenschoten, 1949-1959 
  From Gordon Van Wyk family to Girard and Cora Veenschoten regarding  
   Communist takeover, 1950 
  From Henry and Stella to sister and family, 1934 
  From H. M. Veenschoten while held by Japanese, Dec. 1941-June 1942 
  From H. M. Veenschoten to children, 1971, 1972 
  From Henry and Stella to Girard and Cora, 1950-1958 (3 folders) 
  From Henry and Stella to Joann, 1939-1941 
  From Jack and Joann Hill to Girard Veenschoten, 1950, 1951  
  From Jack and Joann Hill to his parents, 1947-1956 (3 folders) 
  From Stella to her daughter, Joann, 1940 
  From Stella to her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Girard, 1917-1940 (6 folders) 
  H. M. Veenschoten with Board of Foreign Missions, RCA, 1952-1974 (scattered) 
  H. M. Veenschoten, with Long Beach Fed. Savings and Loan Assoc., 1959-1965 
  H. M. Veenschoten with Philippines Field Office, 1952-1957 
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Box 2 
  
 Correspondence (cont.) 
  H. M. Veenschoten, miscellaneous, 1967-1974 
  H. M. Veenschoten, trip from Philadelphia to Hong Kong, 1945 
  Miscellaneous, n.d., 1959, 1971-1972 
  Regarding Hip-man So, 1968-1970 
  Stella, to her son, Girard, 1946-1949 
  To H. M. Veenschoten, condolence at time of Stella’s death, 1962 
  To Stella during internment of her husband, H. M. Veenschoten, 1942 
  War time letters, Stella to Henry, 1942 
  With Abe and Elin, 1972 
  With Gary and Madeline, 1972, 1974 
  With Jack and Joann Hill, n.d., 1954, 1955, 1972 
  With Sui-Tam, 1973 
  With Suiti Go, April 1960 
 Correspondence and papers of Jack Hill in regard to his medical and missionary service  
  in the Philippines, 1951-1954 
 Credo on Race Relations, RCA publication, 1957 
 Diary 
  As a prisoner, by H. M. Veenschoten, n.d. (fragile) 
  H. M. Veenschoten, February-November, n.d.  
 Dictionary, English to Chinese, by H. M. Veenschoten, n.d. (1 box, 1 folder) 
 Essay, in Chinese, n.d. 
 Family tree 
  Veenschoten/Girard, 1985   
  Veenschoten/Van Wyk, 1985 
 Genealogy, Veenschoten Family, by Girard Veenschoten, n.d. 
 General Synod, 1971 (2 folders) 
 Illustration material, n.d. 
 India Missions, Printed material, 1969-1972 
 
Box 3 
 
 Miscellaneous, n.d. 
 Mission Talks, 1945-1950 
 Missions  
  Amoy, China 
   History of the Four Foreign Fields 
   Amoy Mission and map, n.d. 
   Language study requirements, n.d., 1958 
  Philippines, Field Committee in the Philippines 
   Annual Meeting, 1959-1960 
   Correspondence, 1953-1957 
   Minutes and Reports, 1951-1957 (5 folders) 
   Purpose of the RCA missionaries in the Philippines, n.d. 
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  Taiwan, Field Committee in Taiwan, Minutes, December 27, 1954 
 Music, arranged by Stella Veenschoten, n.d. 
  Chinese Hymnbook, edited by Stella Veenschoten, 1955 
  Collection of Hymns and Index, n.d. 
  Handwritten, Chinese, for low voice, n.d. 
   Music and words, Chinese language, Seng 1-280.n.d. (2 folders) 
   Christmas and Easter hymns with organ copies, n.d. (Chinese) 
   Organ copies, n.d.  
  Hymns, Chinese and English, n.d. 
  Notations, by Stella Veenschoten on the Amoy Hymnal “Seng-Si”, n.d.   
  Testbook, compiled by Stella Veenschoten, n.d. 
  Two Hymnbooks, n.d.  
  Words in Chinese and English, n.d. 
 
Box 4 
 
 Obituaries, correspondence, biographical sketch, funeral bulletin and message 
  Regarding the death of H. M. Veenschoten, June, 1974 
  Regarding the death of Stella Veenschoten, August 14, 1962 
 Pamphlets, Chinese, n.d. 
 Parable of a prodigal son, by H. M. Veenschoten, n.d. 
 Personal journal, Jack W. Hill, 1960 
 The Ploughman’s parable of a prodigal son, n.d. 
 Prayers, n.d. 
 Procedures and talks during a four-day campaign of visitation evangelism, n.d. 
 Program, 41st Annual Commencement, Western Theological Seminary, May 9, 1917 
 Records 
  Automobile, 1959-1974 
  Bank, 1966-1974 
  Insurance, 1962-1974 
 Retired Senior Volunteer Program, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1973 
 Sermons 
  Chinese, n.d. (2 folders) 
  Chinese and English, 1947-1973 
  English, n.d. (2 folders) 
 South Grand Rapids Classis, RCA, agendas, minutes, and reports, 1953-1974 (3 folders) 
 Stationery, letterhead, Bin-An-Oan, Rev. H. M. Veenschoten 
 Taiwan, printed material, n.d., 1961-1972 
 
 
Box 5 
 
 Audio Tape (Reel to Reel) (20 Folders) 
  “A,” Part I of Rev. Wurmbarand’s message with Chinese translation, n.d. 
  Amoy Songs, n.d. 
  Christmas songs, December 1957 
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  Christmas songs, n.d. 
  Conversation with father, HMV. with Jack Hill and Girard Veenschoten, n.d. 
  Copies of tapes (cassette), interviews with HMV, 1969 
  Dr. Bell, Lecture and Panel Discussion, n.d. 
  HMV Sermon, “Woe be unto us,” 1985 
  Jack Hill, Hospital, n.d. 
Memorial Service for Mrs. H. M. Veenschoten, August 29, 1962, order of service 
(8 images) 
  Missionary Conference, 1957, Annual Meeting, 1959 
  Spring Concert, Mrs. H. M. Veenschoten and others, June 16, 1960 (2 reels) 
  T.T.A. – songs, no. 13, n.d. 
  T.T.A. songs no. 16, n.d. 
  T.T.A. songs no. 21, n.d. 
  No. I, 1969 
  No. II, 1970 
  No. III, 1970 
  No. IV, 1970 
  No. V, 1970 
 
Box 6  
 
 Photo album, Vol. 1 (187 images) 
 
Box 7  
 
 Photo album, Vol. 2 (295 images) 
 
Box 8 
 
 Photo album, Vol. 3 (157 images) 
 
 
Box 9 
 
 Audio Tape (Cassette) 
Conversation with H. M. Veenschoten, No. 1-14, n.d., 1969, 1970 (two tapes of 
#8 and #12) 
 
Box 10 
 
 Audio Tape (Cassette) (cont.) 
  Gordon Van Wyk regarding Dr. Moto, n.d. 
  How lovely are thy dwellings, by Stella Veenschoten, accompanied by Joann  
   Hill, 1963, 1965 (2 cassettes) 
  J. J. Devalois funeral, Oct. 17, 1988 (2 cassettes) 
  Pilgrim’s Progress, Lecture 1-6, n.d. (3 cassettes) 
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  Trip, Alice Elsenga, Bruggers 
   Japan, 1972 
   Grand Rapids to Los Angeles, 1972 
   Philippines, 1972 
   San Francisco, Honolulu, Tokyo, 1972 
   Singapore, 1972 
   Taiwan, 1972 
   Taiwan (side 1), Home (side 2) 
   Tokyo, 1972 
   (problem with tape) 1972 
   (tape rewound) 1972 
  Walter De Velder, interview, n.d. 
   Memories, Stella Veenschoten, in Chinese, n.d. 
 
Box 11 
 
 Audio Tape (Reel to Reel)   
  1962 
  1965 
  1970 
  No. VI, VII, VIII, 1971 (3 folders) 
  No. IX, H. M. V. Childhood memories, 1971 
  Music, Stella and Joann, n.d. 
  Temple Time, n.d. 
  Log, accompany tapes, by HMV 
 Negatives (slides) 
  n.d. (4 folders) (34 images) 
  Bin An Oan, n.d. (2 folders) (40 images) 
  Danish Flagship, n.d. (17 images) 
  Hesperia, n.d. (2 folders) (40 images) 
  People with large portable radio, n.d. (9 images) 
  Taiwan, n.d. (color) (20 images) 
  1954, 1958 (2 folders) (47 images) 
  Christmas, 1959 (11 images) 
  Hesperia, 1960 (21 images) 
  Hesperia, Grand Rapids, 1960 (18 images) 
  Picnic, 1960 (17 images) 
  1963, 1969 (2 folders) (33 images) 
  Japan, 1972 (20 images) 
  Taiwan, 1972 (2 folders) (32 images) 
  Trip, 1972 (7 images) 
 Photographs 
  Amoy girls middle school, n.d., 1937, 1970 (100th anniversary) (6 images) 
  Amoy missionaries, n.d., 1919 (4 images)  
  Boys Christian elementary school, 1922, 1938 (3 images)  
  C. K. Yeo, Nov. 17, 1973 (2 images) 
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  Chang Chow, n.d., 1920-1930 (11 images) 
  Chang Chow, First Chinese Church, n.d., 1925-1938 (16 images) 
  Chinese Churches and evangelism, n.d, 1920-1948 (50 images) 
  Chinese friends and children, n.d., 1956-1969, 1972 (31 images) 
  Chinese preachers, n.d., 1920-1936 (13 images) 
  Christmas greetings, n.d., 1970, 1972 (3 images)    
  Dinner party, Cheng residence, Philippines, 1972 (3 images) 
  Group, Lucena, Philippine Islands, n.d. (2 images) 
   Yao Y. Peng, Manila, Philippines, April 5, 1972 (2 images) 
  H. M. Veenschoten and home, n.d. (6 images) 
  H. M. Veenschoten conducting a funeral, Lucena, Philippines, 1952 (2 images) 
  H. M. Veenschoten in Philippines, 1972, including letter from Moses and Molly  
   (8 images) 
  Henry Veenschoten, Sr., H. M. Veenschoten’s father, 1890 (1 image) 
  Hong Kong, 1954, 1972 (2 folders) (16 images and 2 images) 
   Happy Valley Chapel, 1972 (5 images) 
  Iu Thiam So and family, 1972 (2 images) 
  Jack Hill family, April 3, 1962 (1 image)  
  Japan trip, 1972 (34 images) 
  Jean Nienhuis, H. M. Veenschoten, Jeanette Veldman, n.d. (1 image) 
  Ku Tiu Lo, H. M. V.’s first teacher of Chinese, 1917 (3 images) 
  Li Hui and Albert Chen wedding, November 31, 1963 (4 images) 
  Lim Bo Tiong, Temple Time Director, n.d., 1970 (7 images) 
  Lim Lo Sirh ordination, February 15, 1972 (5 images) 
  Missionary Conference, n.d. (fragile) (1 image) 
   Friends, including the Estell family and Van Es family, Taiwan, 1972      
    (21 images) 
   Group, n.d. (fragile) (1 image)  
   Residences, 1919, 1923, 1933 (3 images) 
  Mother’s grave, Thanksgiving, 1962 (3 images) 
  Philippines. Lucena, H. M. V. first charge in the Philippines, n.d. (16 images) 
  Refugee camp, Kulangsu, 1937, 1938 (5 images) 
   Farewell, 1932 (1 image) 
  San Francisco and Honolulu, 1972 (9 images) 
  Short Term Bible Institute, China, November 20, 1935 (1 image) 
  Sio Khe Hospital, n.d. (1 image)  
  Stella Veenschoten and students, n.d., 1918, 1920, 1940 (11 images) 
   Glee Club, n.d., 1939 (7 images) 
   Students, n.d., 1940, 1950 (17 images) 
  T. S. Go, n.d., 1961-1962 (includes slides) (16 images) 
  Taiwan, 1972 (13 images) 
  Talmadge College, n.d., 1920-1938 (10 images) 
  Temple Time, 1958-1972 (66 images) 
 
Box 12 
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 Photographs 
  Temple Time personnel, Philippines, n.d., 1955-1970 (27 images) 
  Unidentified, n.d. (62 images) 
  Union Hospital, Changchow, Fukien, n.d., 1918-1949 (14 images) 
  Van Wyk family gathering, Boyden, Iowa, 1917 (1 image) 
  Weddings, n.d., 1918, 1940 (7 images) 
  World Tour, 1972 (15 images) 
 Photographs/Slides, n.d. (5 images) 
 Slides, Arabia, 1972 (20 images) 
  Arabia, Holland, Germany, 1972 (17 images) 
Botanic Garden and Tropical Flowers, Packet #29 (10 images) and A City of 
Cathay, #111, n.d. (6 images) 
Dances, #40 (6 images), and East-West Cross-Island Highway, #37, n.d. (6 
images) 
  Germany, 1972 (23 images) 
  H. M. V. Home, 1971 
Hawaiian slide set, #63 (5 images) and Gateway Arch, St. Louis, MO, n.d. (5 
images) 
  Hong Kong, Box I and II, 1972 (Box I, 17 images; Box II, 13 images) 
  India, Box IX and X, 1972 (Box IX, 21 images; Box X, 20 images) 
  Iowa trip, 1970 (top 7 images) and Europe/USA, XIV, May 1972 (11 images) 
  Kinkaku-Ji Temple, Tokyo, Japan, n.d. (10 images) 
  Lucena, PI 195 (4 images) and H. M. V and Abie, 1972 (6 images) 
  Los Angeles, San Francisco, Honolulu, Japan, 1972 (38 images) 
  Manila 
   Box III and Box IV, 1972 (Box III, 20 images; Box IV, 18 images) 
   Box V and Box VI, 1972 (Box V, 21 images; Box VI, 19 images) 
National Palace Museum, #100 (6 images) and Taiwan, Hualien Highway, #31, 
n.d. (6 images)    
  Rochester, New York and Washington, D. C., 1970 
  Scenery of Singapore, Packet #2, n.d. (11 images) 
Singapore, Box VII and VIII, 1972 (Box VII, 20 images [#13-20, Iu Hiapsery], 
Box VIII (21 images) 
  Taiwan, Box A, 1972 (37 images) 
 
Box 13 
 
Negatives, Glass Chinese New Year Festival.  Changchow, Fukien, China, 1918 (1 
image) 
  First Van Wyk residence, Pella, Iowa, 1925 (1 image) 
  Head of Lam Sih Valley near Fukien, China, 1918 (1 image) 
  House occupied by Veenschoten family, Santa Ana, CA, 1912-13 (1 image) 
  Johanna Veenschoten, with rose, Santa Ana, CA, 1913 (2 folders) (2 images) 
  Johanna Veenschoten (mother), 1917 (1 image) 
  John Van Wyk farm (Walnut orchard), Santa Ana, CA, 1912 (2 images) 
   Residence, 1912, J. Van Wyk, Henry V., Johanna V., Mrs. Mary V. W.,  
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    H. M. V., Johanna (mother) (1 image) 
  Laughing Buddha, Changchow, Fukien, China, 1920 (1 image) 
  Memorial Arch, Fukien, China, 1918 (1 image) 
  Paper Funeral House, Changchow, Fukien, China, 1918 (1 image) 
  Stella Veenschoten’s Grandmother Girard, 1917 (1 image) 
  Veenschoten Brothers Garage and Power Plant, 1915 (1 image) 
  Veenschoten summer cottage, near Amoy, China, 1926 (1 image) 
 
Box 14 
 
 Hymn Book 
Amoy Hymnbook, edited by Stella Veenschoten (in the Philippines), 1955  
  (3 copies, hard cover) 
  Seng-Si, Amoy Hymnbook, in Romanized, 1934, 3rd Edition, 1939 (paperback) 
  Hymns of Universal Praise, n.d. 
 
Box 15 
 
 Oversized Photographs 
  Group, Christmas Pageant, n.d. (1 image) 
  H. M. V. with others, unidentified, n.d. (1 image) 
  Lucena, n.d. (1 image) 
  Manila, n.d. (1 image) 
 
